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WHAT  IS  THE  FIREARM 
OWNERS  IDENTIFICATION  LAW? 

The  Firearm  Owners  Identification  (FOI) 
law  is  a  licensing  procedure  whereby  Illinois 
residents  meeting  minimum  qualifications 
are  issued  Identification  Cards  which 
authorize  them  to  own,  acquire,  possess  or 
handle  firearms  and/or  firearm  ammunition 
within  the  State.  The  law  requires 
registration  of  persons  rather  than  guns. 

WHO  MUST  HAVE  A  FIREARM 
OWNERS  IDENTIFICATION  CARD? 

Any  adult  resident  of  Illinois  who  acquires, 
possesses  or  handles  firearms  or  firearm 
ammunition  within  the  State  must  have  in 
possession  a  valid  FOI  Card  issued  in  his 
name  by  the  Illinois  Department  of  Law 
Enforcement.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the 
applicant  to  own  a  gun  to  be  registered. 
Since  it  is  an  Illinois  law,  it  is  not  applicable 
to  nonresidents. 

WHAT  IS  THE  LAW  AS  IT 
PERTAINS  TO  MINORS? 

A  person  under  21  years  of  age  can  apply  for 
his  own  FOI  Card  if  he  has  the  written 
consent  of  his  parent  or  guardian  and  if  he 
has  never  been  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor 
other  than  a  traffic  offense  or  adjudged 
delinquent.  The  law  requires  that  the  parent 
or  guardian  giving  consent  must  be  an 
individual  not  prohibited  from  holding  a 
FOI  Card.  However,  a  minor  need  not 
possess  a  FOI  Card  when  using  firearms  or 
ammunition  if  he  is  in  the  company  of  a 
parent,  guardian  or  any  adult  who  has  a 
currently  valid  Card. 

WHAT  ARE  THE  LIABILITIES  OF  THE 
CONSENTING  PARENT  OR  GUARDIAN? 

The  consenting  parent  or  legal  guardian  is 
liable,  under  Illinois  law,  for  any  damages 
resulting  from  the  minor's  use  of  firearms  or 
firearm  ammunition. 


WHAT  HAPPENS  TO  THE  $5 
COLLECTED  AS  A  REGISTRATION  FEE? 

The  $5  fee  is  the  statutory  fee  set  by  the 
75th  General  Assembly  and  it  covers 
registration  for  five  years.  Three  ($3)  dollars 
of  this  fee  is  allocated  to  the  Game  and  Fish 
Fund  of  the  Department  of  Conservation  for 
use  in  funding  programs  of  interest  to 
Illinois  sportsmen  and  two  ($2)  dollars  is 
deposited  in  the  General  Revenue  Fund  in 
the  State  Treasury. 

CAN  A  NONRESIDENT  PURCHASE  FIRE¬ 
ARM  AMMUNITION  IN  ILLINOIS  WITH¬ 
OUT  A  FOI  CARD? 

Yes,  provided  the  nonresident  has  an  Illinois 
nonresident  hunting  license  and  can  provide 
proof  of  age  or  otherwise  identify  himself  in 
a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  dealer. 

CAN  A  MINOR  HOLDING  A  VALID  FOI 
CARD  PURCHASE  FIREARM  AMMUNI¬ 
TION  IN  ILLINOIS? 

Federal  law  restricts  the  sale  of  "long  gun" 
(rifle-shotgun)  ammunition  to  persons  under 
18  years  of  age  and  of  "short  gun" 
(pistol -revolver)  ammunition  to  persons 
under  21  years  of  age.  Firearm  ammunition 
that  is  interchangeable  can  be  sold  to 
persons  who  are  18  years  of  age  or  over  for 
use  in  "long  guns." 

CAN  A  PERSON  GIVE,  TRADE  OR  SELL 
HIS  FIREARMS  TO  A  RELATIVE, 

FRIEND  OR  NEIGHBOR? 

Yes,  providing  both  parties,  if  residents  of 
Illinois,  have  valid  FOI  Cards  and  that  the 
person  making  the  transfer  keep  a  record  for 
10  years.  Such  record  must  list:  (1)  date;  (2) 
name  and  address  of  person  to  whom 
transferred;  (3)  description  and  serial 
number  of  firearm;  and  (4)  the  FOI  Card 
number  of  the  person  receiving  the  firearm. 


IF  A  PERSON  INHERITS  A  FIREARM, 
DOES  HE  NEED  A  FOI  CARD  AND  IS 
THERE  A  PENALTY  FOR  MAKING 
APPLICATION? 

Yes,  you  need  an  Identification  Card  but 
there  is  no  penalty  for  making  application. 
The  law  specifically  allows  the  new  owners 
of  firearms  obtained  through  estate  matters 
60  days  to  make  application  for  Firearm 
Owners  Identification. 

AFTER  MAKING  APPLICATION  HOW 
LONG  BEFORE  A  PERSON  CAN  EXPECT 
TO  RECEIVE  HIS  FOI  CARD? 

The  law  allows  the  Department  of  Law 
Enforcement  30  days  to  either  issue  or  deny 
an  application  for  a  FOI  Card.  During  that 
period  the  qualifications  of  applicants  are 
checked  through  data  processing  techniques 
against  available  records  to  determine  if  they 
are  qualified  for  registration.  If  there  is 
reason  to  believe  the  applicant  has  falsified 
his  application,  the  Department  will  order  a 
further  investigation  by  State  or  local  law 
enforcement  officials.  The  Department  has 
authority  to  revoke  registration  for  cause. 

IS  ANYONE  EXCLUDED  FROM 
PROVISIONS  OF  THIS  LAW? 

The  provisions  of  the  FOI  law  regarding  the 
possession  for  firearms  and  firearm 
ammunition  do  not  apply  to  United  State's 
Marshals,  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  of 
the  United  States  or  the  National  Guard,  and 
all  law  enforcement  officials  required  to 
carry  firearms  while  engaged  in  the 
operation  of  their  official  duties. 

DOES  A  SERVICE  MAN  WHOSE 
PERMANENT  DUTY  STATION  (PDS)  OR 
TEMPORARY  DUTY  STATION  (TDS) 
ASSIGNMENT  IS  WITHIN  ILLINOIS  NEED 
AN  IDENTIFICATION  CARD? 

Military  personnel  in  active  service,  with 
permanent  duty  station  in  Illinois,  are 
considered  residents  of  the  State  under  this 
law.  They  must  have  a  FOI  Card  if  they  wish 
to  acquire,  possess  or  handle  firearms  or 
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firearm  ammunition  within  the  State  when 
off  duty  or  away  from  their  base.  Persons  on 
temporary  duty  station  (TDS)  assignment  in 
Illinois  are  exempt  from  the  provisions  of 
the  law  since  they  are  considered 
nonresidents. 

CAN  A  NONRESIDENT  OF  ILLINOIS 
HUNT  AND  USE  FIREARMS  IN  ILLINOIS 
WITHOUT  AN  IDENTIFICATION  CARD? 

Yes,  provided  (1)  he  has  a  nonresident 
Illinois  hunting  license;  (2)  he  is  in  an  area 
where  hunting  is  permitted;  and  (3)  it  is 
during  hunting  season.  A  nonresident  may 
also  participate  in  firearm  displays,  showings 
or  firings  at  a  shooting  range  recognized  by 
the  Department  of  Law  Enforcement.  At  all 
other  times,  however,  the  nonresident's  guns 
must  be  unloaded,  enclosed  in  a  case  or  be  in 
an  inoperable  condition. 

CAN  A  NONRESIDENT  PURCHASE  FIRE¬ 
ARMS  IN  ILLINOIS  WITHOUT  A  FOI 
CARD? 

A  nonresident  cannot  purchase  firearms  over 
the  counter  in  Illinois  except  those 
nonresidents  who  hold  out-of-state  hunting 
licenses  and  they  find  it  necessary  to  replace 
in  kind,  lost,  stolen  or  inoperable  "long 
guns"  when  in  Illinois  hunting.  All  other 
firearm  sales  to  nonresidents  require 
shipment  from  the  Illinois  registered  dealer 
to  a  registered  dealer  in  the  buyer's  home 
state,  and  this  can  be  done  only  after  true 
clearance  on  special  Internal  Revenue 
Service  forms. 

CAN  A  PERSON  PICK  UP  HIS  FOI  CARD 
OVER  THE  COUNTER  LIKE  HE  DOES 
AUTOMOBILE  LICENSE  PLATES? 

No.  The  process  of  checking  qualifications 
of  applicants  for  registration  requires  time. 
Temporary  permits  are  not  issued  and  cash 
or  money  order  receipts  are  not  legal 
substitutes  for  FOI  Cards. 


WHAT  PROCEDURES  DOES  A  PERSON 
FOLLOW  TO  REPLACE  A  LOST  OR 
STOLEN  IDENTIFICATION  CARD? 

When  an  individual  wants  to  replace  a  lost  or 
stolen  Idnntification  Card,  he  must  submit  a 
written  request  to  the  Department  of  Law 
Enforcement  containing  a  statement 
describing  circumstances  pertaining  to  the 
loss.  There  usually  is  no  charge  for  the  first 
replacement;  however,  a  $5  fee  will  be 
charged  for  a  second  replacement  unless 
circumstances  surrounding  the  loss  are 
definitely  beyond  the  control  of  the 
licensee. 

ISN'T  IT  TRUE  THAT  ONLY  LAW- 
ABIDING  CITIZENS  WILL  APPLY  FOR 
FOI  CARDS? 

This  is  not  true!  Now,  for  the  first  time, 
persons  prohibited  by  the  Criminal  Code  of 
Illinois  from  possessing  firearms  or  firearm 
ammunition  can  be  immediately  identified 
and  arrested  when  apprehended  with  firearms 
or  firearm  ammunition  in  possession  if  they 
do  NOT  have  a  FOI  Card. 

WHAT  IS  REQUIRED  TO  MAKE  APPLI¬ 
CATION  FOR  A  FOI  CARD? 

Appl  ication  forms  are  available  from 
sporting  goods  stores  and  city  and  county 
officials'  offices.  The  application  must  be 
completed  in  accordance  with  instructions 
printed  on  the  back  of  the  form  and 
submitted  with  a  head  and  shoulders 
photograph  (iy2"  x  VA")  and  a  $5  check  or 
money  order. 


MUST  AN  INDIVIDUAL  OWNING  ONLY 
ANTIQUE  FIREARMS  HAVE  A  FOI 
CARD? 

Persons  owning  only  antique  firearms  are 
exempt  from  provisions  of  the  law.  Antique 
firearms  are  defined  as  weapons  which,  by 
reason  of  date  of  manufacture,  value,  design, 
and  other  characteristics,  are  primarily 
collectors'  items  and  not  likely  to  be  used  as 
weapons.  Therefore,  a  person  owning  only 
antique  firearms  is  not  required  to  be 
registered  under  this  law. 

DOES  THE  FOI  CARD  GIVE  THE  OWNER 
PERMISSION  TO  CARRY  A  CONCEALED 
WEAPON? 

Definitely  not!  The  Identification  Card 
states:  "CAUTION:  This  card  does  not  per¬ 
mit  bearer  to  unlawfully  carry  or  use  fire¬ 
arms."  Carrying  a  concealed  weapon  is  unlaw¬ 
ful  in  Illinois  and  the  State  does  not  issue 
such  permits. 

HOW  DOES  A  PERSON  CARRY  A 
FIREARM  LEGALLY  IN  A  MOTOR 
VEHICLE? 

Firearms  must  be  encased,  broken  down, 
inoperable  and  not  readily  accessible  to  be 
transported  legally  in  a  motor  vehicle  in 


inois. 


ARE  THERE  OTHER  FIREARM  CONTROL 
REGULATIONS  APPLICABLE  TO 
ILLINOIS  RESIDENTS? 

Yes.  In  addition  to  the  FOI  law,  the  Federal 
Gun  Control  Act  of  1968  and  the  sections  of 
the  Illinois  Criminal  Code  pertaining  to 
unlawful  sale,  unlawful  use  and  unlawful 
possession  of  firearms  and  firearm 
ammunition  are  applicable.  Besides  these, 
some  local  governmental  units  have  passed 
regulations  to  supplement  these  controls. 

WHAT  IS  THE  PENALTY  FOR  VIOLATION 
OF  THE  FIREARM  OWNERS  IDENTIFI¬ 
CATION  LAW? 

Persons  held  in  violation  of  any  provision  of 
the  FOI  law  are  subject  to  a  fine  not  to 
exceed  $1,000  or  imprisonment  in  a  penal 
institution  other  than  a  penitentiary  not  to 
exceed  one  year,  or  both.  Persons  obtaining 
Identification  Cards  by  falsifying 
information  recorded  on  applications 
submitted  under  notary  oath  are  subject  to 
prosecution  for  perjury.  Persons  guilty  of 
fraud  when  they  create,  change,  deface  or 
alter  FOI  Cards  can  be  prosecuted  for 
forgery  under  Illinois  Statutes.  Enforcement 
of  this  law,  like  all  Illinois  Statutes,  is  the 
responsibility  of  local  law  enforcement 
officials. 


Herbert  D.  Brown 
Director 

Department  of  Law  Enforcement 


Gary  D.  McAlvey 
Superintendent 
Bureau  of  Identification 

For  further  information  about  the  Firearm 
Owners  Identification  Law,  please  write  to: 

Illinois  Department  of  Law  Enforcement 
Bureau  of  Identification 
Firearm  Owners  Identification  Section 
1035  Outer  Park  Drive  West 
Springfield,  Illinois  62704 


FOID-30.1  (25M-1-72)  Printed  by  Authority  of  State  of  Illinois 


